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T I T L E :  S I T E  L I M I T I N G  F A C T O R S  T O  C O N S I D E R  W H E N  P R E S C R I B I N G  S I T E  

P R E P A R A T I O N  A N D  V E G E T A T I O N  M A N A G E M E N T  T E C H N I Q U E S  O N  R E C L A I M E D  

S I T E S  

Site Limiting Factors for Seedlings 

Establishing a forested habitat depends on the conditions available at the time of planting. Considering 

thresholds that determine the maximum or minimum biological response for a given suite of environmental 

conditions must be a part of the revegetation planning process. These thresholds include moisture (too much or 

too little), light, temperature, nutrients, compaction and competition. 

Vegetation Management 

When vegetation management is required to meet reclamation objectives, species selection and herbicide 

application timing is paramount. Mike discusses non-traditional, non-chemical vegetation management tools, 

and when and where to deploy herbicide to protect your revegetation investment. 

Site Preparation  

Site preparation, especially excavator mounding, is an important tool to mitigate against site limiting factors. 

Mike will explain when and where to utilize mounding and where to plant a tree on a mound in different 

situations.  

Seedling Selection 

Seedling selection highly depends on the site that you are planting. In this section Mike will discuss different 

considerations to make while selecting the species for your site. In some instances, planting more than one 

species may be required to fulfill regulatory criteria. 

S P E A K E R  B I O :  M I K E  T O F F A N ,  R P F ,  R E C L A M A T I O N  C O O R D I N A T O R ,  T R E E T I M E  

S E R V I C E S  I N C .  

Mike Toffan is a Reclamation Coordinator with Tree Time Services Inc. Mike’s experiences in oil and gas 

reclamation and silviculture forestry allows him to provide creative solutions to reclamation challenges. Mike 

advises environmental professionals on reclamation planning with a focus on site preparation, species selection, 

seedling production, planting and vegetation management. Along with professional advice, Mike coordinates 

the planting of over one million tree and shrub seedlings annually. 


